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The Community Service project for 2006-2007 began in President Tsen Hok Yin's term in 2005 and was officially recognised at the 53rd Installation dinner with presentation of a hearing aid to one of our sponsored child and a handsome fund collected for the Education Care Program. The education care program is an on-going community project which aims to provide, nurture and teach under previliged children between the age of 7 and 12.  We are constantly in need of fund to operate this program in the hope of adding more unfortunate children to our list.  

Photo: Dr Wong Tong Kong presenting and putting on a hearing aid on one of the children. 

Poverty in Sandakan (Article from 2005 Club Bulletin)
    Who would have imagined that there are children living in rotting wooden houses, eating one or two sponsored meals each day, wearing in which seems shirts that have been worn for more than half a decade and sleeping in bare wooden beds with only torn and paper-thin blinds to protect them from blood thirsty mosquitoes and chilly nights. The children between the ages of 7 and 12 may be oblivious to their deteriorating surroundings but to the Rotarians it was certainly an eye opener.
    On Sunday, 4th December 2005 more than 10 Rotarians (president Tsen Hok Yin, See Yu Siong, Lo sau Keng, So Chee Ming, Robert Chan, Charles Chen and Cindy Mahsan) And Rotary Volunteers (sharon Quek, Lee Kian Fatt, Chong Vui Han, Bernard Yem, Monica Chung, Yong Su Fun, Margaret Ho, Konny Ho and Kelvin Chin), paid courtesy visits and conducted informal interviews with eight school-recommended student applicants: Chong Li Foh and Chang Lee Wei from SJK Pea Wha, Phun Sieu Ching and Chin Pau Li from SJK Ming Chung, Lai Qiao Keo from SJK Lok Yuk and Nyiam Jian fei and Ho Soon Lam from SJK Pei Ying. Many of these students come from single parent or extended families whose bread winners' income is below RM800 (approximately US$200) monthly. Their residence are scattered between mile 8 and mile 20. Volunteers were divided into four groups and each group was led by at least one Rotarian. This community service project is under the supervision of PP Victor Chow which aims to nurture less fortunate children in a loving family-friendly environment and provide them with sufficient education and financial support. The 'adopted' children will also be provided with free tuition and medical consultation and treatment including invitations to fellowship events with Rotarians during festive seasons. The club will also organise special birthday celebrations fro each child. The project was initially called 'The Poor Students Care Programme' but was later amended to 'The Rotary Club of Sandakan's Education care Programme'.
    The basic criteria for the selection of the applicants are that they must come from a poor family and are willing to learn and pursue their education with the encouragement of their immediate family members. Although, the proposed students have good grades in general, poor grades do not disqualify them from being selected. The welfare of the children is often related to family oriented difficulties but the club will only be dealing with the children's education and general well-being.
    After a two hour expedition, Rotarians and volunteers met up at Bandar Kim Fung Kopitiam at 4 in the afternoon. Descriptions of the families and the living conditions were presented and photos were shared as evidence of each student's predicament. Seven out of the eight applicants were approved by the committee. The sponsorship of a child requires a minimum of RM500 annually (a sum which only covers the educational dues excluding pocket money and uniforms). However, considering the present financial and living condition of each child, any amount of sponsorship and/or donation is welcomed. For sponsorships, please contact President Tsen Hok Yin at 013 8833322, See Yu Siong at 109 8512163 or Irwana Mahsan at 013 885 0388.
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Currently, there are already seven Rotarian sponsors and more are chipping in to aid these students. Much good publicity has been done and articles written in the Daily Express, Asia Times and Merdeka Daily to raise public awareness in the hope of not only building on the financial support but also getting the public involved in creating a big and loving family for the children. Interactors led by their respected presidents are also exprected to lend a hand in this project starting from January 2006.

2006 Mooncake Celebration with the kids

Unfortunate children in our backyard 
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Sandakan: Sandakan: You do not have to look to other countries to find the poor and the unfortunate. Dig a little deeper into our backyard and you will find hordes of unfortunate children who are victims of circumstances.  The Rotary club of Sandakan has found such children scattered around Sandakan, and who live as far as mile 30.  They were born poor.  Four children were found living in a small wooden shed by themselves under the care of relatives. They have no choice but to do adult chores like washing clothes, ironing, cleaning, etc with their small bare hands. Fortunately, food is still available. Others are not so lucky. The everyday menu often only comprises  steamed rice, topped with Maggie noodle to taste. On good days, they will be served the occasional fish, which is often only sufficient for a cat’s tummy.  Going to school is no luxury. Two siblings, one is twelve years old and another, in Standard One, have to wake up at four every morning and walk to the bus station by 5.00 am to catch the public bus to school.  The journey to school takes an hour. These children are not orphans but owing to their family’s financial constraints and more often chaotic parent relationship, they have been neglected and deprived.
These students have been recommended by their respective school principals to be put on the Education Care programme.  It is a project, initiated by the Rotary Club of Sandakan three years ago, to nurture and look after financially unfortunate children. Its funding though relies solely on public donations in cash and in kind.   Each selected genuine unfortunate will not only have their educational expenses paid for, they will also receive monthly pocket money, free medical consultation and treatment, free quarterly education tutoring and assistance, basic food supply, etc for a year.  Over the three years since its inception, the number of students sponsored has increased from 6 to 18.   It costs the Club more than RM1,000.00 to meet the annual expenses of each of these students.   But the Club has been fortunate because donations have been pouring in from generous donors.  Principal of these donors is Tanah Emas Corporation who donated RM10,000 to the project at the beginning of Rotary Year 2007-2008.  
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The Club will introduce a sponsor-a-child scheme next year.  To participate in the programme, the public can choose to ‘adopt’ an unfortunate child for a year and receive reports on their academic progress and living standards. On the list of the 2008-2009 programme are 18 children comprising Chong Vun Teng, Petronlella, Annabelle Soh Xiao Wei and Vincent Kong (SJK Pei Ying); Lai Qiao Keo, Tee Han Jin and Fong Pui Yee (SJK Lok Yuk); Tai Shin Yi, Esther Chow Sook Fuen, Wong Sai Yan, Wong Chun Kit and Wong Khin Chiun (SJK Tai Tong); Saziah Tan and Tan Yau Chung (SJK Pea Hwa); Vieatreas Lai Pui Pui and Chung Ga Yuan (SJK Syn Hua); and Patrick Liau Wui Loong and Liew Ming Chung (SJK Ming Chung). The Club has proposed a minimum sponsorship fee of RM500 per child, but nonetheless, will still accept any donation less than the minimum amount.
HAPPY FACES - A memorable Childhood
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The 20 sponsored kids under the Education Care programme (EDUCARE) of the Rotary Club of Sandakan had a blast week during the recent school holidays.  Visiting the STC Equestrian Centre at Mile 7 for the first time in thief life, they were naturally scared at the sight of some ponies which were almost as big as horses.  But after a few try-outs, they could not wait to line up to ride the tallest pony.  Apart from the outing and the pony riding, the kids were also given a 5 day free English and Malay educational workshops.   To top these up, each child took home an abundance of food supplies which included rice, milk, milo, biscuits, etc.  The aim of EDUCARE is to nurture and offer unprivileged kids in Sandakan a normal and happy childhood. Although academic improvement is one condition which ensures continuity of sponsorships, the club does not expect these children to be geniuses.

“We may be looking after them but we do not intend to spoil them,” said Miss Mahsan, the club president.

The Club intends to take enroll in more students in 2009. Each student’s expense is more than RM1000 per year and that is only for educational fees. The Club hopes to get more public donation to help more needy children in the future.
	Do you know of any child between the age of 7 and 12 and is in need 
of care? If so, feel free to recommend them to our club by filling the following application form and emailing to RCS Community Service Director - Mr Dusun Chong at ketvui@tm.net.my or fax to 089 272002.
If you would like to sponsor a child, please fill in the following sponsorship form and email it to RCS Community Service Director - Mr Dusun Chong at ketvui@tm.net.my or fax to 089 272002. All sponsors will receive confirmation via fax or email from the club secretary once payments are received. Each sponsor will receive a photo  and an annual report on the sponsored students progress.. 


	To: Rotary Club of Sandakan


Email: taraptree@yahoo.com








Fax: 089 274510


EDUCATION CARE APPLICATION FORM

Full Name: ______________________
Birthdate: _______________________
Residence Address: ________________________________________________

School: _____________________
School Principal’s Name: ________________

School’s tel. no: __________________
Father’s Name: __________________

Father’s Occupation: _______________  Company Name: _________________
Father’s Monthly Income: _____________   Mother’s Name: ________________ 

Mother’s Occupation: _______________
Company Name: __________________
Mother’s Monthly Income: ____________  No. of Siblings: _________________
Descriptions:

	No
	Name
	M/F
	Birthdate
	School / Company
	Monthly income

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Reason(s) for application: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Submitted By: _______________________

          Date: ______________________

Relation: ___________________________              Contact No: _________________________



	To: Rotary Club of Sandakan


Email: taraptree@yahoo.com








Fax: 089 274510


EDUCATION CARE SPONSORSHIP FORM

Date: 

Dear President & Community Service Director,

I would like to be a part of the Education Care Program and would like to sponsor a child. My personal details are as follows:

Full Name

:



Occupation

:


Company Name
: 



IC No


:



Contact No

:

Fax No:

Mailing Address
:



Email Address

:


I understand that the minimum sponsorship of a child is RM500. Thus, I enclose a cheque / bank draft / money order amounting to RM________ payable to The Rotary Club of Sandakan / I have deposited RM__________ to your HSBC account no: __________________ on ____________ (day), ____________________ (date) and have enclosed the copy of the payment slip for your perusal. 

I look forward to the confirmation and would like to have the photo and progress report of my sponsored child mailed / emailed / faxed to me. 

Yours sincerely,

______________________
Name:
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